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The weeks stretch out this year between Epiphany (January 6) and the begin-

ning of Lent (Ash Wednesday, March 6). The church calls this time between 

Epiphany and Lent (and again the weeks after the Pentecost), ñordinary time.ò 

During ordinary time, our worship focuses on the ordinary life and ministry of 

Jesus as well as the ordinary of life of all of us who live as his disciples in the 

world.  

 

As in our daily life, ordinary time can seem dull, but even ordinary days can provide opportunities. 

Without special events, we might find more time for regular devotion and prayer that sometimes gets 

pushed aside by festivities. In ordinary days, we can focus on living faith in daily life, rather than seek-

ing faith in extraordinary events.  

 

One of my favorite writers, Madeleine LôEngle, gives us words to ponder during these days. She writes, 

"We need to remember that the house of God is not limited to a building that we usually visit for only a 

few hours on Sunday [if at all!]. The house of God is not a safe place. It is a cross where time and eter-

nity meet, and where we are--or should be--challenged to live more vulnerably, more interdependently. 

Where, even with light streaming in rainbows through the windows, we can listen to the stars."  

 

In these ordinary days, where are you being challenged to live more vulnerably and more interde-

pendently? Consider sharing your thoughts with a study group, a spouse, a close friend or partner, or 

even with me!  

 

Beginning in February, I will be available for Office Hours at Panera, 2152 Fairport Nine Mile Road, 

Penfield near the intersection of Routes 250 and 441. I will be available at the following days and times:  

 

February 5, 9:30 ï 11:00 am 

February 19, 9:30 ï 11:00 am 

February 28, 1:30 ï 3:00 am 

 

Call the office at St. Martin to check if thereôs been a change in my hours. I am always available by ap-

pointment, as needed. Feel free to call or email to schedule a time with me.  

 

My prayers remain with you during these ordinary days ï  

 

Pr. Amy 

 

 

The 



 

Worship and Prayer 

At  Bethlehemé 

Ken Francis, Finnegan OôGrady, Alice Tynan, the family of Jimmy Cammisso, Carl Bauer, Gary Ayers, Emily Barber, Shirley Bauer, 
John Brayer, Emily Briggs, Steve, Jean Gage, Nancy Gotte, Shirley Jennejohn, Lin Maier, Kay Heckle, Jean Lund, Patty Martins, Daniel 
Rose and family, Nancy Smith, Bev Steele, Gladys VanDusen, Tori and the Shove family.  We also pray for those in the military and 
their families:  Nicholas Piano, Morgan Hauer, Sharon Verges, Brad Verges, and Mark Baker. 

 

At St. Martiné 

Jeannette Lockwood, Ryan Stewart (grandson of Pat Stewart), Jae Rizzo, Sandy (friend of Cindy Gomez), Harry Hilbert Jr., (son of Har-
ry and Becky Hilbert), Harold Jackson, Jim Matteson, Gary Kunzer, Bill Gardner (father-in-law of Anne Mitchellôs daughter), Caurie 
(daughter-in-law of Becky Hilbert), Karin Ewanow, James Simmons,  Dawn, and people serving in the military, especially Bryan Pod-
gorski and Michael Rehbaum.  We also pray for the safety of our police officers, especially Eric, son of Becky and Harry Hilbert, Eric 
Weingartner (nephew of Kris Weingartner), Josh (son of Sharon and Paul Haffen, and Eric (nephew of Cindi Smith). 

 

If you would like names added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office at St. Martin, and Laurie Brigden if 
youôre at Bethlehem. 

Do You Know about Prayer First at BLC? 
Did you know that the people of Bethlehem have a prayer group that has been meeting now for 19 
years? This is an open invitation to everyone from both churches to come and pray with us on Wednes-
day mornings at 11:30 a.m. We meet in the prayer/meeting room in the Sunday School hall in winter and 
outside in the prayer garden in summer. We don't take attendance, so you may attend weekly or periodi-
cally. You don't have to commit to being there every week. 
 
A big part of our prayer time is intersession for members, friends and family, the church and the world, 
and whatever is on our hearts that day. Our liturgy changes with the seasons, and we always incorporate a song and a short 
Bible study. Attendees are encouraged to offer prayers aloud, but no one is forced to speak. All prayers are confidential.  
 
At times we have gone on the road, meeting in people's homes, nursing homes or hospitals. Last fall we went to downtown 
Rochester and prayed for our community on the Pont De Rennes bridge (followed by lunch at the Genesee Brew House.) 
 
Now we are praying for our new pastor, whoever he/she may be. We're also doing a short Bible study on I Timothy, II Timo-
thy, and Titus on what characteristics a church leader should have. The covenant between SMLC and BLC has been going 
strong now for over 7 years. Wouldn't it be great if both of our churches could join together in prayer for our new pastor? 

Pastor Office Hours at Panera  

Pastor Amy will hold office hours at Panera Bread on 2152 Fairport 

Nine Mile Line Road, Penfield near the intersection of Routes 250 

and 441 in February on the following dates: 

Tuesday, February 5, 9:30ð11:00 am. 

Tuesday, February 19, 9:30ð11:00 am 

Thursday, February 28, 1:30ð3:00 pm 

 

This is a chance for Pastor Amy to hear from and connect with you 

and what is going on in your life, whether you have a particular pas-

toral concern, or a question about the Bible, or just want to chat.  

Please note the change of location and various dates and times from previously held hours. 



 

The Presidentõs Corner Worship and Prayer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking ahead to Lent 
The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday (March 6) 
and lasts for 40 days.  The 40 days of Lent recall the 40-
day fast of Jesus in the wilderness after His baptism and 
Mosesô 40-day fast on Mount Sinai.  It is a time of sim-
plicity and preparation. 
  
Join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for soup, 
study and Holden Prayer Service. Our study will be 
based on the hymn, ñBeneath the cross of Jesus.ò Ex-
plore what it means to abide at the foot of the cross, to 
cling to the rock of our salvation, to dwell in the house 
of the Lord, and to confess our sins and receive Godôs 
forgiveness. 
 
Ash Wednesday Service ï Wednesday, March 6, 7 p.m., 
at BLC 
 
Wednesday nights ï March 13 and 20 (BLC) 

         March 27, April 3 and 10 (SMLC) 
 Soup - 5:30 p.m. 
 Study - 6:15 p.m. 
 Holden Prayer Service - 7 p.m. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SMLC and BLC brothers and sisters, 
 
As we move into February, maybe you are feeling a lit-
tle impatient with winter. Hopefully you are not feeling 
that same impatience as we continue to walk together 
through the transition process.  The Joint council and 
Pastor Amy have met to discuss and begin our Mission 
Site Profiles. If you were here in 2010, you may remem-
ber going through this process previously as we called 
our former pastor. If not, briefly, the MSP is a collection 
of thoughtful questions that describe who we are, from 
the nitty-gritty numbers of what make up the congrega-
tions, to our mission, vision and dreams, and our hopes 
for our future Pastor. 
 
As our working groups gather to create these docu-
ments, understand that this process takes time. When 
finished, the synod will review the MSPs and offer their 
thoughts and comments. We hope that this will be ac-
complished by this Spring. When finished, it will be 
posted for view for pastors who are looking for a call. 
 
So how can you participate right now in the transition? 
If you are asked for your opinions- share them! Be in-
volved with how our profiles are created. Contribute to 
that picture of SMLC and BLC that will call our future 
Pastor. Maybe more importantly, take care of each oth-
er. Notice someone hasnôt been around? Call them, 
make sure they are ok. People respond differently when 
congregations are in transition. We need to look out for 
each other, walk together and be patient. 
 
Pastor Amy has set up office hours at the Penfield 
Panera. This will be a great way to meet our Transitional 
Pastor.  Please come see her, share a cup of coffee and 
express your thoughts and concerns. Remember that she 
is here for us and that we are in good hands.  
 
Peace, 
Sandy Borkhuis , BLC 



 

 
 
 

 

BLC Souper Bowl of CaringñFeb 3rd 
Each year, Bethlehem Lutheran Church holds their 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING food drive in the month 
of January ending on Souper Bowl Sunday, February 
3rd. This food drive supports the Ontario Food Pan-
try. The Ontario Food Pantry distributes food on a 
weekly basis as well as provides emergency provi-
sions as needed to Ontario, NY residents. 
 
A recent sermon told the story of a family who selected 
two of everything when they did their grocery shop-
ping and gave half of it away each 
week. This encouraged us to increase our 2019 com-
mitment to 200 items and $200. Donations can be 
dropped off on the Harvest table in the entry way of 
the church or given to Amy Barber, Sandy Borkhuis, 
Laurie Brigden, or Kristen Germick by: 
 

Sunday February 3, 2019 
 
 

Shelf-stable items are preferred and the list of needed 
donations includes any of the following: Cereal Rice/
Pasta Pork & Beans, Canned Vegetables, Canned 
Stew, Hash or Chili, Canned Spaghetti Products, 
Canned Tuna or Meats, Canned Assorted Fruit, Cans 
or Boxes of Soup/Tomato Sauce, Boxed Potatoes, 
Macaroni & Cheese, Saltine Crackers, Hamburger 
Helper, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Jell-O or Pudding, Bars 
of Soap, Shampoo, New Toothbrushes, Bathroom Tis-
sue, Laundry Soap, and Dish Washing Soap. 
 
Thanks for helping to tackle hunger in our community! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mad Hatters will Meet Again On 

Saturday, April 13th  
           

7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ Á ÂÒÅÁË ÉÎ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ  
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÃÈȢ   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 St. Martin Garage Sale 
Yes, we are already thinking about the annual St. Mar-
tin Garage Sale.  We have not set firm dates yet, but 
are looking at sometime in early to mid-June.  As we 
mentioned last summer,  those of us who traditionally 
work many hours on the sale every year are desper-
ately in need of additional help.  We understand that 
much of the actual sale happens during work hours for 
many people.  However,  weôd like to suggest some 
ways our ñyounger folksò can help outside of their reg-
ular jobs.    
 
Here are some suggestionsé..and we will have more 
ideas as we get closer to the sale.  We are always in 
need of volunteers to pick up donations from peopleôs 
homes.  Also, the three Saturdays before the sale are 
usually ñdrop-offò days, and we need a couple of peo-
ple to be at church to accept those donations. The 
week-end before the sale weôll be starting to sort and 
set up items. Can you tell the difference between a 
screwdriver and a plate? A jigsaw puzzle and a 
book?  Great!!  Youôre ñhiredò to help sort!!!  Once the 
things are sorted,  the organizing part will need some 
fine tuning. We are usually working Monday and Tues-
day evenings, as well as during the day, on continuing 
to sort and organize. 
 
Actual sale daysé.anyone who works flexible 
hours,  we could use help putting the ñoutdoorò stuff 
outside before the start of the sale on Thursday morn-
ing.  We generally start that around 7 a.m., and try to 
have it all out by the beginning of the sale at 9.  It 
would be helpful if someone, or a few someones, 
could provide lunches, especially on the first day, 
when we are usually swamped with customers. 
 
And then, thereôs the clean-up. By the time we get to 
Saturday afternoons, the people who have lived at 
church all week are ready for a breaké.and really 
donôt want to have to pack up all the left-overs. Thatôs 
a Saturday afternoon project. 
 
So, everyone please think ahead, and plan to help out 
for a few hours. This sale is a big event in so many 
ways, and we need your help to make it suc-
ceed. Without additional help, we canôt continue to pre-
sent such a large sale. 

 

Mission  

 



 

 

 

 

#ÏÎǢÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ #ÌÁÓÓ 
εÔÈ ÁÎÄ ζÔÈ 'ÒÁÄÅÒÓ 

 
Classes will be held at Transfiguration from 6-8:00 
pm, with dinner right at 6:00 pm.  

 

 

FAITH5: How to Talk About God in 
Your Home 

Looking for a way to have meaningful conversations 
about God with your children, but not sure how or where 
to start? Try the FAITH5 practice: 
 
SHARE your highs and lows 
READ Bible verse or story 
TALK about how the Bible reading relates to your highs    
           and lows 
PRAY for one anotherôs highs and lows 
BLESS one another 
 
 

3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ $ÁÔÅȦ 

Winter WeekendðMarch 1-3, 2019 
 
All youth are encouraged to attend the Winter Weekend 

held March 1-3, 2019 at the Rotary 
Camp Sunshine in Rush.  Registra-
tion forms are on the table in the 
entryway and need to be filled out 
and returned to Kim Cawley by 
February 18th at the latest. Make 
checks payable to ñSt. Martin Lu-
theran Churchò. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Youth and Children    

Online Giving at SMLC  
 

You can give online during worship or at 
home by using your smartphone! To the side 
is a QR Code, which can be read by the QR 
Code reader app on your smartphone (free 
to download). Scan it, and it will bring you to 
Vanco, the company with which St. Martin 
has set up an online giving program.  

Feb. 5 Transfig-
uration 

�:�K�\���S�U�D�\���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�·�V���3�U�D�\�H�U��
�Z�K�H�Q���L�W���I�H�H�O�V���O�L�N�H���,�·�P���M�X�V�W�� 
going through the motions? 

Feb. 19 Transfig-
uration 

Is believing in Jesus the only 
way to get to heaven? 

Bethlehem Birthdays: 
Ella Frick 2/1 
Carmen Bundschuh 2/10 
Laurie Brooks 2/10 
Abby Frick 2/11 
Sandy Borkhuis 2/16 
Elwin Bardo 2/20 
Alice Tynan 2/21 
Marie Johnson 2/22 
Sally Steinmiller 2/24 
    

Bethlehem Anniversaries: 
Gary and Sally Steinmiller 2/17 
Ed and June Borkhuis 2/27 
 

St. Martin Birthdays: 
Richard Detwiler 2/1 
Lisa Podgorski 2/5 
Jacob Hubbard 2/9 
Jayme Potucek 2/9 
Cindi Smith 2/13 
Suzanne Elder 2/13 
Amy Cawley 2/15 
Thomas Potucek Jr. 2/20 
Karen Kunzer 2/20 
Ellen Apetz 2/22 
Aerianna Elder 2/22 
Chris Podgorski 2/25 
Tim Stoller 2/22 
 

St. Martin Anniversaries: 
No anniversaries to report. 
 

Please contact the church office with any 
additions or corrections. 


